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Operation Paint It Back Campaign Goal Adjusted After 

Contractor Reduces Contract Amount 
Contributions to repaint flag mural appropriate way to honor veterans and service members.  

 
CANUTILLO, TEXAS – The Canutillo Independent School District (CISD) has reduced the 
crowd-funding objective of “Operation Paint It Back” by 30 percent to $35,000. This 
reduction is a result of a revision to the contract to repaint the flag mural on the façade of 
the new Congressman Silvestre and Caroline Reyes Elementary School located at 7440 
Northern Pass Drive El Paso, TX 79932.  
 
Venegas Engineering Management And Construction (VEMAC) is the contractor 
responsible for constructing CISD’s newest elementary campus, which will open in August 
2015 as a LEED Silver-certified energy-efficient school. Together with its painting 
subcontractor, Diversified Interiors, the companies reduced its proposal to $32,302 
resulting in a savings of $6,079 or 15.8 percent. The contract revision will not impact the 
quality of materials or labor used for the proper painting of the mural. The revised 

campaign goal of $35,000 will still allow CISD to cover the full contract amount without having to use 
taxpayer funds if the crowd funding campaign is 100 percent successful.   
 
“We have been victorious in seeking the approval of painting the flag mural and now we need the help 
of Patriots within the community to finish the job,” said Jarred Taylor, a retired Air Force Staff Sergeant 
who served in Afghanistan and owner of Article 15 Clothing. “I couldn’t be any more proud to be part of 
such an awesome campaign.” 
 
The flag wall canvas features 50 stars and waves permanently imprinted into the concrete panels on a 
canvas that measures 313.5 feet wide by 26 feet tall for a total surface area of 6,150 square feet minus 
wall openings and building overlays. Thus far, Operation Paint It Back has raised $4,415 from 25 
donors in 16 days. With one week left to go, contributions to the Operation Paint It Back campaign are 
an excellent way to memorialize veterans and service members. As a special incentive, CISD will 
engrave the names of those who donate at least $250 on a special plaque of recognition, install it next 
to the flag wall and unveil it to the public during the grand opening ceremony on August 13.  
 
One hundred percent of Operation Paint It Back proceeds will be used toward the painting contract, and 
any additional funds will be placed in a special Reyes Elementary account to maintain the mural in the 
future. Donations can be submitted online to www.gofundme.com/PaintItBack while checks made 
payable to CISD and marked “Reyes Flag Mural” can be sent to CISD at P.O. Box 100, Canutillo, TX 
79835 

 


